
Proudly supporting Domestic and Family Violence Prevention 
Month (May 2022), join our amazing team of volunteers and special 
guests for an afternoon of fantastic food, fashion and amazing friends 
to help us raise critical funding for Friends With Dignity.

Your admission to this fabulous afternoon with Friends includes a glass 
of bubbles on arrival, a decadent high tea menu, guest speakers, raffles, 
auction and a whole lot of fun!

SATURDAY 14TH MAY 1PM - 4PM, MEREWETHER SURFHOUSE

SPEAKERS: 
Pauline Wright, Partner Principal of P J Donnellan & Co Solicitors. An advocate and 
inspiration for women, Pauline remembers the  domestic violence case, where the victim 
was accused of murder despite acting in self-defence, that changed her, and strengthened her 
passion for the criminal justice system. Pauline is past President of the Law Council of Australia, 
the Law Society of NSW, Past VP of Women Lawyer Assoc NSW & is Snr VP of NSW Council  
for Civil Liberties since 1998, and continues to serve on many committees. She is  also a keen 
ocean swimmer, surf lifesaver, singer, actor, theatre producer, director and writer.

Lyndal Gowland, Principal Solicitor of Gowland Family Lawyers, specialising in 
advocating for women’s rights in the family law jurisdiction. A survivor of domestic violence 
herself, Lyndal’s career has been dedicated to increasing women’s access to justice, with a 
particular focus on the needs of women from politically isolated communities. Lyndal founded 
The Gowland Awards in 2015. Gowland Family Lawyers holds these  Awards each year at NSW 

Parliament House to:  call out domestic violence deniers; recognise the immense strength of 
domestic abuse survivors/victims; acknowledge the remarkable work of advocates and 

academics to eliminate domestic abuse, and appreciate the extraordinary work of 
the providers of support to domestic abuse survivors/victims.

Suellyn Moore, Manager and Tracy Rodgers, Aboriginal Focus Worker, 
Newcastle Womens Domestic Violence Court Advocacy Service. 

They will provide a perspective of the difficulties of women, particularly 
Aboriginal or from culturally and linguistically diverse (CALD) backgrounds, navigating 

the justice system in relation to Domestic and Family Violence. WDVCAs are funded by 
Legal Aid NSW and  and aim to provide women and children experiencing domestic 

and family violence with support, advocacy, referral, and information as they 
negotiate the legal system and to help put an end to violence.

Awarded 2018 
Australian Charity of 
the Year, Friends with 
Dignity is a registered 
charity that provides 
immediate and practical 
assistance to families and 
individuals displaced by Domestic 
and Family Violence. We are 100% 
self-funded and run by a dedicated 
team of passionate volunteers; we do 
not charge any of the Victims we assist or 
the Refuges and Supporting Organisations 
referring their Clients to us; all of our 
Programs are gifted unconditionally. 

LIMITED TICKETS SO BOOK EARLY 

You can read more detail about our programs on our website

www.friendswithdignity.org.au 
or our Facebook page facebook.com/FriendsWithDignity

Tables of 10 $850 or $89pp plus BF. 
events.humanitix.com/high-tea-with-friends-newcastle-iuujwqww

For raffle and auction donations, sponsorship 
and enquiries please call Kathryn 0413 501 992.

MC: Matthew Parsons is an educator, researcher and advocate for LGBTQ family 
and domestic violence and those with intellectual disability. He is also Producer/
Director of the highly successful and innovative educational theatre piece ‘My Other 
Closet the Cabaret’.


