T NSWOWoMEN Liwvess
*» Association (Inc.) held He thau-

gural Awards Dinner at Parlia
ment House on 23 February, an

© initlative to raise awareness of
- coniributions made to the com-

munity by cutstanding women
lawvers in various fields of
practice.

The co-winners were Presi-
dent of the Australian Industri-
al  Relations  Commission,

- Justice Deirdre O'Connor and

workers' compensation litiga-
tion lawver at GIO.

Present at the dinner were
Chief Justice Gleeson &C and
Attorney General Mr Jeff Shaw
@C who presented the winners’
awards,

Kerrie Leotta, President of
the Women Lawvers Assorcia-
tion, commented that many dif.
ferent organisations “as well as
our own professional ones”

o

‘Eleonora  Scarparo,  senior

request the nomination of guak
ified wormen for many different
achivities.

“The Association views that
need as a very serious one and
it is hopeful that in the future
the names of women lawvers
come as easily to the fore as
those of our male colleagues,”
she said,

“We now honour our cob
leagues who have traversed the
sticky floors and glass ceilings

Co-WINNER ©OF THE 1995
Woman Lawyer of the Year
award Elecnora Scarparo,
GIO's senior workers' compen-
sation Htigation lawver, is
woman of drive, professional-
ism and modesty, qualities that
have earned her recognition
from colleagues as “the quiet
achiever”,

In her 35 vears with the
organisation, she has been
instrumental in successfully
resoiving “mountains of pieces
of litigation™,

“Se many people in the pro-
fession seem to know my name
from court documents vet 've
met few of them. T don’t have a
high profile about town at func-
tions and the like.”

When Ms Searparo graduat-
ed in law at Svdney University
in 1960 she was not only distin-
guishable by her gender but as
the first female law graduate of
non-English speaking back-
ground in NSW and, she said,
possibly Australia.

“At that dme, there were no
women judges in NSW, only
£W0 to three women were prac-
tising at the Ber and onlv one in
50 practising sclicitors were
women.”

She admits that entering the
profession  was  “certainly
daunting”, buf not too daunting
because by the eariv 80s she
was second in charge of what
was then the largest personal
injury Htigation practice in Aus-
tralia.

Ms Scarpare joined GIO
immediately after her admis-
sion in 1981 as & junior legal
officer ir: third party insurance.
She quickly moved through
the ranks to managerial posi-
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A quiet achievement

tions, as solicitor in charge of
various departments, dealing
mostly with pubfic liability and
industrial accident Htigation.

She is currently solicitor on
record for GHO's workers com-
pensation and industrial ace-
dent litigation..

Ms Scarparo, though aware
of the problem of gender hias,
admits that in a corporation like
hers, there is an “aura of pro-
tection”,

“There is more care taken
these davs to address the prob-
tem of inequality. There is a ot
of pressure on organisations to
to so but whether enough care
is taken, who can say?

“Although the nature of the
harrier to high achievement is
less clear, | believe it results
from a number of factors, both
personal and social.

“Gender bias in the work-
place still remains a potent fac-
tor. However women Jawyers’
Own priorities ahout career and
family responsibilities and
their expectations about their
rele in society are important
additional factors.

“The critical need now e for
women to be as well represent-
ed asmen af sepior levels in the
profession. This is much more
impertant to those following on
than for a few highflying
women {0 have reached fop
jobs.

“Women now know they can
do any job a man can and do it
just az well, They need o be
convinced that they will be ahie
to get these jobs without hav-
ing io perform so much better
than their male counterparts.

“In the end, nothing but see-
ing other women in senfor jobs

4

with such sucecess that they are
role models for the whole of the
prafession.”

- The gwards were conducted
o & nomination basis and wens
o twe women who  have
“achieved a lot and made major
contributions to their careers,
their community and the pro-
fessions™, Ms Leotta said.

L5i spoke to the two winners
and gauged their views on the
situation of women inlaw,

GIO’s Eleonora Scarparo sxoto: ssrhicy svene

i large numbers will achieve
this.”

Ms Scarparo was a member
of the committee which estab-
ished GIO's EEOQ policies and
she claims she always worked
to implement these policies
within her own grea of respon-
sibility.

“Without ignoring merit, at
least one third of my staff have
always been women and for
vears this was very much high-
er than the overall representa-
tion of women in the Jegal
workiorce,

“Ttis interesting to note thay,
whilst most of the men who left
my professional staff went on
to work successfully at the Bar,
most of the women later
worked as solicitors in the pri-
vate sector, Perhaps this
reflects differences in the

implementation of EEQ in
other parts of the profession.”

Ms Scarparo believes her
success is grounded in her pro-
fessionalism and her contribu-
tion to her field of law.

“1 think Pve performed good
work for my emplover, -either
personally or through those
who have worked under me.”
she said,

In 2 speech she gave accept
ing her award, Scarparo spoke
of the advice she would give
vounger women entering the
profession,

“Pondering the changes !
have seen | believe one of life's
excitements is for each genera-
tion to face its own chal
lenges and find s own
solutions while avoiding the
well-meaning advice of the
previous generation.” &

April 1996
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Women Lawyers Association
of New South Wales
50th Anniversary Gala Dinner
1952 - 2002

Celebrating our Unity and our Diversity



Order of Proceedings

Convenors
Dominique Hogan-Deren & Kathryn Kearley
President and Vice-President 1999.2000

Welcome to Country
Auntie lean Carter Eora Notion

Welcome to Parliament
The Hon, Beb Debus MP
Attorney-General of New South Wales

Toast to the Women of 1952
Her Honour Justice Mory Goudron
High Court of Australia

Woman Lawyer of Achidvement Awards
Marilyn Bartole President 2002

Co-sponsored by the NSW Bor Association, NSW Law
Society, NSW Aftorney-General's Department and NS'W
Young Lawyers

Goddess Goblets created by artist Colin Heaney

Menu

Enfrée —

Smoked Ocean Trout on d Rocket & Baby Spinach Salad
with Balsamic Lemon Dressing

Main -

Chargrilled Lamb Fillets with Beetroot Confit and Salad
Greens with Vegetables

Dessort —
Fresh Strawberries drenched with Grand Marnier &
Possionfruit served in Dark Chocolate Cup with Cream

Tea, Coffee and Petit Fours

McGuigan Hunter Valley $hiraz 2000
Tyrrell's Hunter Chardonnay Semiflon 2000

Vegetarian options, Beer 8 Spirits available on request



A short history of the Association

Veronica Pike in 1941 suggested 1o other women lawyers in
Sydney that they might form o Society of Women Lowyers,
She was only recently admitted, but on her initiative regular
guarterly meetings began. The first wos ot her home and the
interested women decided to continue on an informal basis. In
1943 permission was given by the then Incorporated Law
Institute of New South Wales (now the Law Society of New
South Wales) to use the address of the Institute for the purpose
of establishing o permonent mailing address. Lillion Goldsmith
was appointed permanent Convenor and o list was kept of alf
qualified female practitioners, who were notified of the date
and place of quarterly meefings and the nome of the guest
speaker, if ene had been invited. From Hme to time the
possibility of formalising the Society was canvassed, but the
informal arrangements stood for nearly o decade,

In November 1951 Beotrice Bateman wrote to members
suggesting they meet to discuss the formation of ¢ Women
Lowyers' Association and offiliation with the Intermational
Federation of Women Lawyers. She was listed os o practising
barrister but had not maintalned o permanent practice, being
for the most part home-based and busy with children. She
would, however, have been familicr with the difficuities of
waomen ot the Bar,

The meeting was held ot the Fickwick Club and was ottended
by thirty women lawyers, It was resolved a provisional
Association, to be known as the Women Lawyers' Assodiation
of New South Wales, be established and Joan O'Harg
{O'Brien}, a proctising solicitor was appointed provisional
Presidert. Marie Kinsella, o non-practising barrister and Meg
Degotardi, o practising solicitor, became provisiona!
secretaries,

The inaugural meeting of the Women Lawyers' Association of
MNew South Wales wos held on & March 1952, it was the First
such Association in Australia.

The aims and objects os set out in the constitution were:

{o} to provide a common mesting ground for women fewyers;

{b) 1o foster the growth of a corporate spirit amang women
lawysrs;

{c}  to make suggestions and work for the reform of the law
ond administration of the law porticularly os affecting
women and children;

{d) to assist with such movements for the advancement of
women as the Association may from time to time decide;

(e} 1o participate as o body in matters of inferest to the legal
profession; and

{f}  such other objects as the association shall in general
meeting from time to fime decide.

Nerida Goodman {Cohen) was elected s the Hrst Prasident with
Marle Kinselta the first Secretary. Committee members were
Margaret Crawley, Jean Hill, Helen Levy, Joan O'Harg and
Veronica Plke. With the exception of Kinsello, o non-practising
borrister with the Depdrtment of the Atorney-General and
Goodmen who had retired fromithe Bar, the members of the
Executive ond Committee were In private practice, although two
were recently admitted.

At an executive committes meeting held on 24" March 1952 i
was resolved that nofices of the newly formed Associotion be
sent to the 74 women lawyers InNew South Wales informing
them of the formation of the Assotlation and inviting them to
become members, Forty two responded and became financial
members.

For members of the Assoclation the contact with other women
with similor interests was the most vsehul aspect of the
Associotion, The position of President wos limited 1o every two
years and members of the Committee were elected annually.
While the numbers in proctice remained small rotation of office
involved a significant incorparation of membership in the
Association’s aperatione] activities. its regular meefings served
to maintain contact and helped women keep in touch with new
developments in the low.



A broadening of the Association’s interests is detectable of the end
of the 19460s. Within the legal profession It took an important step
towards assisting young women Barristérs af the outse? of their
career by the purchate of a room In 1974 In Fredeiick Jordon
Chambers which was made aveilabie on o subsidised rent for o year
1o a woman beginning practice of the Bar. the letting of the room
was left to the three Trustees, Janet Coombs, Jerny Bluckman and
Priscilla Fleming. Occupants of the room went on 1o sstablish
suctessful procices,

The widening of the Association's interest can be marked by the
executive’s close association with the Women's Electoral Lobby in the
early 1970s und by its own initiofives on tax deductibility for child
care expenses for women in employment. In 1984 the Associafion
initiated action for permission to appeal to the High Court against
the decislon i Mortin v, Commission of Taxakion {83 ATC 4722} which
had gone against the taxpayer.

Women lawyers in New South Wales have in o short period
gathered strength, numerically, through individual achievement and
through the Women Lawyery’ Associaton, and now seem poised for
mare concentrated effort 1o bring aubout future change.

While legistation in recent yeoars has been designed to remove
discrimination tgoiist o woman on the grounds of sex and to provide
her with equal opportunities, it could be said that in the kegal
profession beneoth a fagode of sex equality there is still evidence of
discrimination against women lawyers, and although much has been
adiaved within the past two decades, women do not ot present
enjoy professional equality with male cofleagues. This could chenge
within the next two decades.

Women lawyers in Mew South Wales In the past sixty five years
have vindicated the struggle of pionser Ada Evans to gain the right
for women to practise law, Their ‘glory” is yet to come.

Extracts from A History of Women in the Legal Profession
in New South Wales, by Joan O'Brien, 1986

i S

Founding Members 1952

Women present af the firs feeting at the Pickwick C lub,
Sydney, on 6 March 1952

Pat Green (Dale)

Nerida Goodman

Pat Oldfield {Buckworth) (*)
Peggy Crawley (*)

Zena Sachs {*)

Marie Kinsella {Sexton) *
Morna McPhail

Joan Spruitt (*)

Mary Appleby

Pat Hinch {*)

Regina Kennedy

Jean Mailor (Mullin} (*)
Lillian Kraft

Molly Westgarth

Lea Walshe (Hutley)
Veronica Pike

Helen Levy

Judy Selig {Cohen) (*)
Marion Lanson {Bruce)
Joan O'Hara {O’Brien) (%)
Bek McPaul (Jelbart) {*)
Anne Speight {Thompson)
Elizabeth Evatt (¥)

lean Hill (*}

{*) Attending tonight, as well as Judy Clayton (Benson) and
Ailine Fenwick, who were not at the first mesting.



Presidents 1952 -2002

1952-53
1954-55
1956
1957
1958-59
19460
1961.62
1963-64
19465-66
1967-68
1969-70
1971-.72
1973
1974-75
1976-77
1978-79
1980-81
1982-83
1984-85
1986-87
1988-89
1990-91
1992-93
1994.-95
1996-97
1998
1999-2000
2001
2002

Nerida Goodman

loyce Shewcroft

Aline Fenwick (*)

Joan O'Hara {O'Brien) (%)
Helen Levy

Veronica Pike

Lea Hutley

Peggy Crawley (%)
Cecily Backhouse

Ann Plotke {Kirby) {*)
Daphne Kok {*)

Kaye Loder {*)

Jenny Blackman {*)
Margoaret Brewster

Judy Dean {*)

Audrey Blunden (¥}

Diane Maclean {*)

Karyn Kinsella {Mealy) {*)
Helen Carney {*)

Anne Riches {*)

Ros Winfield (*}

Jenny Mattila [*}

Nea Goodman {*)

Kerrie Leotta {*)

Ruth McColi SC {*)

Jan Chyristie {*)
Dominique Hogan-Doran (*)
Sion Leathem

Marilyn Bartole (*)

(*} attending tonight

Executive Committee 20072

Marilyn Bartole {President)

lenny Baxter {Vice President)

Jane Alver {Secretary)

Zara Officer {Treasurer)

Sian Leathem (Reseorch Convenor)

Michelle Painter {Professional Issues Officer- Barristers)
Michelle Rabsch {Professional Issues Officer -
Solicitors)

Kim Boeticher {Education Officer}

Mahrykh Batliwalla {Functions Officer)

Dorothea O'Hara (Fundraising Officer)

Claudia Sgammotta (Media Oftficer)

Nea Goodman (Memberships Officer)

Liz Naylor {Policy Officer)

lanet Coombs {Ordinary Member)

Prema D’Cruz {Ordinary Member)

Lovise Byme (Ordinary Member)

Dominique Hogan-Doran {Australian Women Lawyers
Representative)

Thankyou

Louise Byrne for locating the Founding Members; Anne
Stewart, Kathy Eyrl, Alex Booth from Creative
Conferences & Events; Dawn Rabsch, Moss Flower
Emporium; Doniel Zach Sgommotta Pianist;

Tarasin Jewellers for the major raffle prize.

-



Principal Sponsor

§ National

Tailored Financial Solutions

50" Anniversary Dinner Sponsors
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